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I. Part of two Letters from Mr Edward Lhwyd,, 
Keeper of the AOimolean %epoJttory in Oxford, 
to Mr -Samuel Dale of Braintree in Effex, con~ 
arrimg Fojfils, 

Oxford, Sept. 1 9. 1 70 1. 

ff I"" He ftate of thefe Bodies is quite different in your 
JL parts from what it is in Wales and Ireland. In thofe 
Countries the Shells are generally Cryftalline, but with 
you ( and fometimes hereabouts ) they are tejiaceous : 
Which difference is doubtlefs to be- attributed to the 
Soil, and particularly to your Chalk and Flint, which 
all thofe Countries want, excepting a fmall part (1 know 
not by what chance of Diluvian Dijffolution) got into the 
North part of Ireland. But there 'tis remarkable that 
their Chalk is abfolutely petrify'd : I mean, whereas the 
Flints are here imbodyed in Chalk, they are there in a 
Chalk- white lime-fione. And as your Chalky Countries 
only afford thofe Echinits I have ftil'd, Pileatm, Galea- 
tus, and Cprdatus : So I could never find them in all my 
Travels but at that place ■> from whence in the time o£ 
Pagan's fat the Druids procur'd them, and fold them 
amongft our Northern Britains for Stones of Miraculous 
efficacy againft perils by Fire and Water; ptrfwading 
the Vulgar they were generated in Cocks-knee t ; as Thou- 
funds in the High-Lands believe 'It this daj, And one 
Fellow had the f mpudence to tell me (finding oe a Jitrle 
hard of belief )*that he himfelf had taken one (ha his 
Mafter f had ftiew'd me) out of a Cocks knee with dis- 
own hind .. — — . Ox 




Oxford, Nov. 10. 1 70 1 1 . 



E were furpriz'd here, to find fo tn,any 
Fojjih, fcarce diftinguifbable from Sea 
Shells : for, as I mentioned before to you, the cafe is 
other wife in thofe places I fearched. We have indeed 
in thefe Parts one or two Fojfil Shells of a Teflaceous fub- 
ftance 5 but in colour they recede farther from thofe of 
the Sea than yours. I find by thofe fent me, that you 
fometimes find them imbedded in folid Stone : Which 
takes off any obje&ion fome might offer, of their being 
an accidental fcattering of Gulls, Crows, &c, on the 
Harwich Cliffs* 

Looking upon this cccafion into Camhdens Britannia, 
I find in the laft Edition a Note concerning a Petrifying 
Spring at Harwich, which reduces Clay and Wood into 
Stone, of which I fho aid be glad of fome particular ac- 
count from you at your leifure: as alfo of the place where 
thefe are found, particularly how far the fort heft from 
the Sea. 



H. A- 



